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Lee Health Announces Temporary Inactivation of Kidney Transplant Program
(Fort Myers, Fla. – July 25, 2018) --- Lee Health announced the Lee Health Transplant Institute at
Gulf Coast Medical Center is temporarily and voluntarily inactivating its deceased donor kidney
program, effective August 16, 2018. This inactive period is due to a temporary lack of surgical
availability, and the program plans to reactive in early December 2018. During this temporary
inactivation period the transplant clinic will remain open, and patients will continue to receive their
pre and post-transplant nephrology care at Gulf Coast Medical Center.
“Patient safety is always the top priority at our transplant institute and I am proud of our 100%
transplant success rate since the program reopened last year. All of our patients will continue to
receive compassionate pre and post-transplant care and treatment, and we are dedicated to
helping our current patients transfer their wait list time to active transplant centers should they
choose to do so,” said Scott Nygaard, M.D., Lee Health Chief Operating Officer.
All patients of the kidney transplant clinic have been notified of the inactivation period via mail, and
Lee Health has staff available to assist in transferring wait list time to any active transplant center in
the state. Patients were also provided with a list of active centers and information from the United
Network for Organ Sharing.
The transplant team will continue to evaluate patients for potential future transplantation, and
those who have decided to transfer their waitlist time to another location will be able to transfer it
back to Lee Health upon program reactivation.
About Lee Health
Since the opening of the first hospital in 1916, Lee Health has been a health care leader in Southwest Florida,
constantly evolving to meet the needs of the community. A non-profit, integrated health care services organization,
Lee Health is committed to the well-being of every individual served, focused on healthy living and maintaining
good health. Staffed by caring people, inspiring health, services are conveniently located throughout the
community in four acute care hospitals, two specialty hospitals, outpatient centers, walk-in medical centers,
primary care and specialty physician practices and other services across the continuum of care. Formerly known as
Lee Memorial Health System, the organization began its second century of service with a new name in 2016. Learn
more at www.LeeHealth.org.
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