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Preventing blood clots with Eliquis (Apixaban) due to COVID 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

 What is Eliquis? 
Eliquis (also known as apixaban) is a 
prescription medicine used to reduce 
the risk of forming blood clots in the 
legs and/or lungs.  It also reduces the 
risk of stroke which is cause by a blood 
clot that can travel to your brain.  
 

 Who should not take Eliquis? 
Do not take Eliquis if you currently 
have abnormal bleeding, call your 
doctor first.   
Do not take Eliquis if you are allergic to 
apixaban or any of the ingredients in 
Eliquis.  (see ingredient list in next 
column) 
 

 Why am I taking Eliquis? 
Your doctor has prescribed apixaban 
because patients with COVID have 
been identified as having a higher risk 
of developing a blood clot.  
 

 How long do I have to take 
Eliquis? 

 For patients who have had COVID, it is 
advised to take Eliquis for 30 days after 
discharge to prevent blood clot 
formation. 
 

 How should I take Eliquis? 
Take Eliquis 2.5 mg twice every day 
with or without food.  Do not chew the 
tablets, swallow the tablet whole with 
a drink of water.  If you have difficulty 
swallowing the Eliquis tablet whole, 
you may crush and mix it in water and 
drink the mixture right away after 
mixing. 
 

 What if I miss a dose of Eliquis? 
If you miss a dose of Eliquis, take it as 
soon as you remember if it is 6 or more 
hours away.  Do NOT take Eliquis if 
your next dose is less than 6 hours 
away, skip the missed dose.  NEVER 
take more than one dose of Eliquis at 
the same time to make up for a missed 
dose 
 
 
 

 

 How should I store Eliquis? 
Store Eliquis at room temperature 
between 68°F to 77°F (20°C to 25°C) in 
a dry place. 
 
Keep Eliquis and all medicines out of 
the reach of children. 
 

 What are the ingredients in 
Eliquis? 

Active ingredient: apixaban 
 
Inactive ingredients: anhydrous 
lactose, microcrystalline cellulose, 
croscarmellose sodium, sodium lauryl 
sulfate, and magnesium stearate.  The 
film coating contains lactose 
monohydrate, hypromellose, titanium 
dioxide, traicetin, and yellow iron 
oxide. 
 

 Who should I tell that I am 
taking Eliquis? 

Yes, notify all healthcare professionals 
that you are taking Eliquis, including 
your doctors, nurses, dentists, and 
pharmacists.   
 

 Can I have dental work or 
surgery if I am taking Eliquis? 

Notify your healthcare provider that 
you are taking Eliquis before you have 
any surgery, medical, or dental 
procedure done. 
 

 What medications should I avoid 
while taking Eliquis? 

Talk to your doctor or pharmacist 
before taking: 
- Aleve (naproxen) 
- Advil, Motrin (ibuprofen) 
- Aspirin (unless prescribed by your 

doctor) 
- Any over the counter or 

prescription medications you start 
- Herbal products, vitamins and 

minerals 
 
 
 
 

 

 Precautions 
You will have a tendency to bleed 
easily, so use a soft toothbrush, waxed 
dental floss, electric razor; avoid sharp 
objects and fall risks. Seek medical 
assistance if you experience a fall or 
injury to your head. For information 
regarding physical activity talk to your 
physician. 
 

 What are the side effects of 
Eliquis? 

Eliquis can cause a skin rash or severe 
allergic reaction.  Call your doctor or 
get medical help right away if you have 
any of the following symptoms. 
o Chest pain or tightness 
o Swelling of your face or tongue 
o Trouble breathing or wheezing 
o Feeling dizzy or faint 
o Bleeding 

 
Signs of bleeding 

Unusual or easy bruising 

Pink or brown urine 

Prolonged bleeding of gums or cuts 

Persistent, frequent nosebleeds that 
don’t stop within 7 minutes 

Unusually heavy/long menstrual flow 

Coughing up blood 

Vomit that is bloody or looks like coffee 
grounds 

Severe dizziness, weakness, fainting 

Severe or unusual headache 

Bloody or black stools 

Pain in joints or back 

 

 What are the signs of a blood 
clot? Seek medical assistance if 
you experience: 

Signs of a clot 
In the lung: chest pain, fast heart rate, 
coughing, shortness of breath, fever 

In the arm or leg: sudden leg, arm, or 
back pain, swelling, redness, warmth, 
tenderness 

In the brain: headache, vision changes, 
seizure, slurred speech, weakness on 
one side of body, dizziness 

In the heart: chest pain, shortness of 
breath, sweating, nausea and vomiting 

In the abdomen: abdominal pain, 
vomiting, diarrhea 

 


